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PREFACE. 



The Book of the Psalms has been a favourite 
devotional study of God's people in every age 
of the Church. This is not surprising, when 
we recollect, that these inspired hymns are 
not only full of the sweetest and most graceful 
Eastern poetry, but point out, in the clearest 
manner, the danger, of Ijfeless formality in 
worship, and the blessed^^j^ of inward purity 
and heart-religion;. / .Christians, too, love to 
hide their sacred contents in their hearts and 
memories with greater zeal, when they find 
that the work of their Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, as the Prophet, Priest, and King of his 
people, is the prominent subject of the entire 
collection. Oh ! yes ; whilst we read of the 
heart-rending sorrows, persecutions, and de- 
liverances of David, and the glorious kingdom 
of his son Solomon, we feel, and know, that a 
greater than either David or Solomon is here. 

This little work, which is intended to make 
the 119th Psalm of more practical and de- 
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votional use to the Church of Christ, is now 
published with the hope that it may be received 
by its members in the same loving and gracious 
spirit in which it is offered to theif acceptance. 

Since we live in* a day when rationalism and 
infidelity are advancing, with a bold and united 
front, to undermine, pull down, and destroy 
the citadel of God's truth — a day, when the 
authority and the veracity of God*s word have 
been openly and daringly denied, the Author 
feels that there is no need of any one, much 
less a Minister of the Gospel, making an 
apology for a publication which is designed to 
draw the hearts of Christian people after the 
word and commandment of their God. He, 
therefore, simply in faith, commends the work 
to the Holy Spirit, earnestly praying that the 
weakness of the attempt may, by His influence 
and blessing, be overruled to the edification of 
souls, and the promotion of God's unrivalled 
glory. 



PSALM 119th. 



This Psalm containeth sundry prayers, praises, 
and professions of obedience. 



This is not only the longest Psalm of 
the 150, but by far the most important 
and valuable. If we want to hide God's 
word in our hearts as a pure and precious 
treasure — more precious than unalloyed 
gold ; and more necessary to our spirit- 
ual existence than our daily food is to 
our natural life — let us earnestly study 
and meditate on this 119th Psalm. If 
we want to be consoled in deep affliction, 
to be built up in doctrine, and to be 
warned from the errors of false religion, 
let us study this sweet Psalm. Every 
sentence in its 176 verses should be read 
over so often and prayerfully, as to be 
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treasured in the memory of every child 
of God as a precious deposit or store- 
house ; from whence can be drawn forth, 
on the moment of need and necessity, 
language for warning, reproof, prayer, 
and thanksgiving. There is a variety 
and divine fulness of expression in this 
Psalm, for all these occasions, which is 
quite marvellous. We will have an op- 
portunity of observing on its varied ex- 
cellencies as we read it throughout, verse 
by verse. 

May God richly bless the prayerful 
consideration of it for Christ's sake. 

The Psalm is supposed to have been 
compiled by the Prophet Ezra, during 
the Babylonish captivity, as a manual of 
devotion. And as king David's exer- 
cises of heart, state of life and experi- 
ences are so plainly set forth in the 
Psalm, it is believed, with some show of 
probability, that it was originally com- 
posed by the sweet Singer of Israel him- 



self, and that Ezra only compiled it from 
his papers. Be this as it may, we know 
so much of king David's life, and rever- 
ence for God's word and law, that we 
could read every line of it in connexion 
and profitable association with the trials 
and religious experiences of that illustri- 
ous and pious monarch. 

In the way of generally illustrating the 
great fulness and variety of expression, 
touching the word of God in this Psalm, 
it is worthy of observation, that the 
Psalmist uses no less than ten words to 
express divine revelation. Each and all 
of these unitedly are most suggestive of 
its deep value to us. He calls it, 1, God's 
law; 2, His way; 3, His testimonies, 4, 
His commandments; 5, His precepts; 6, 
His word; 7, His Judgments; 8, His 
Righteousness; 9, His Statutes; and 10, 
His Truth. How many deep thoughts 
and heart-searching musings are these 
ten names from a portion of our Bible 
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calculated to suggest, even to the most 
thoughtless. 

This is another of the Alphabetical 
Psalms. Its very peculiar structure ren- 
ders it most convenient for reference and 
private meditation. Its 176 verses are 
divided into 22 parts, corresponding with 
the 22 letters in the Hebrew Alphabet. 
Each of these parts contains eight verses; 
and every verse, in the Hebrew original, 
begins with the letter at the heading of 
each part. 

It does not appear probable that the 
Psalmist intended any connexion in sense 
between the different parts, or even the 
verses of each part. Any attempt to 
establish such a connexion, at least in 
all cases, would prove a vain and un- 
profitable speculation. The one grand 
object and design of the whole Psalm is 
to draw the human mind after the Divine 
law in the path of holy admiration, love, 
reverence, and obedience. This unity of 
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design is observable by the most careless 
reader of it. 

We will consider the contents of each 
part of eight verses, and make a few ob- 
servations on them, such as would be calcu- 
lated, under the teachings of God's spirit, 
to promote our best interests in time and 
eternity, and to keep us walking in the 
paths of virtue, piety, and godly fear. 

ALEPH. 

1 Blessed are the undefiled in the rvay, who 
walk in the law of the Lord. 

2 Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, 
and that seek him with the whole heart. 

3 They also do no iniquity : they walk in his 
ways. 

4 Ihou hast commafided us to keep thy precepts 
diligently. 

5 O that my ways were directed to keep thy 
statutes ! 

6 Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have 
respect unto all thy commandments. 

7 / will praise thee with uprightness of heart, 
when T shall have learned thy righteous judgments. 

8 / will keep thy statutes : forsake me not 
utterly. 

The Psalmist here setteth forth, in the 
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three first verses, the happiness of those 
who are really religious. If David wrote 
this passage he did not mean to intimate, 
that those who lived a moral life, and 
went through a few outward religious 
observances, were blessed or happy. Oh! 
no. David was better taught. He knew 
that every human creature is a sinner — 
born such; and that no sinner can be 
blessed or happy, until his sin is washed 
out in the blood of Christ and freely 
pardoned. That blood-washing he al- 
luded to in his 51st Psalm, when he said 
"Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean: wash me and I shall be whiter 
than snow." Does he not say in the 1st 
verse of his 32nd Psalm " Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered ? " Such pardoned sinners 
are alone happy or blessed. 

Such highly favoured children of God 
are doubly blessed. Being now by faith 
in Christ's atonement really happy, they 
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serve God with a clear and quiet con- 
science; and enjoy the unspeakable bles- 
sedness of being undefiled members of 
Christ's mystical body. They are happy 
in the holy observance of God's law ; in 
the seeking him with the whole heart ; 
the doing no kind of iniquity ; and the 
walking^ in tiie pleasant and peaceful 
ways of true religion. They know that 
God has commanded them to keep his 
precepts diligently; and their devout and 
earnest prayer to their heavenly father 
is — " O that my ways were directed to 
keep thy statutes ! Then shall I not be 
ashamed, when I have respect unto all 
thy commandments. I will praise thee 
with uprightness of heart, when I shall 
have learned thy righteous judgments. I 
will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not 
utterly/' 

A whole-hearted respect to emry one 
of God's commandments is the gracious 
sign of our having saving faith in Christ. 
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We ask for pardon of sin, not that we 
may sin as^ain, but go and sin no more. 
When we profess to love Christ for hav- 
ing freely saved our souls, we should 
manifest our love to him by keeping 
every one of his commandments. There 
is no happiness outside of the path of 
obedience. It is a narrow path, but it 
leads to heaven. Oh ! that we would 

« 

assure our hearts by patiently walking in 
it unto the end. 

Incline this blood- washed soal of mine 

To love, O Lord, thy truth ; 
That I, through righteousness divine, 

May bring forth holy fruit. 



BETH. 

9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his * 
way ? by taking heed thereto according to thy word. 

10 With my whole heart have I sought thee : O 
let me not wander from thy commandments. 

1 1 Thy word have I hid in mine hearty that I 
might not sin against thee. 

12 Blessed art thou^ Lord: teach me thy 
statutes. 

1 3 With my lips have I declared all the judg- 
ments of thy mouth. 
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14 / have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies , 
as much as in all riches. 

15 / nnll meditate in thy precepts, and have 
respect unto thy ways. 

16 / will delight myself in thy statutes : I will 
not forget thy word. 

• The cleansing' power of God's holy 
word is forcibly brought forth in this 
part. Young men are, by strong passions 
and the inexperience of youth, easily 
seduced into the commission of those 
sins which destroy their conscience, their 
good name, and their happiness. They 
are here, however, pointed to the only 
refuge for their souls in temptation ; and 
to the only mode of their restoration to 
God and peace of mind after they have 
fallen. Oh! that young men knew this 
secret power, which lies in their read 
Bibles. If they lay aside the Bible un- » 
opened, and abstain from the house of 
God, where they will hear his word read 
and expounded, what hope is there for 
them? 
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If they hide God's word in their hearts, 

and not merely read it as a religious duty, 

they will not sin against God and commit 

iniquity. They will be strong to say with 

the God-fearing integrity of one of old — 

"How then can I do this great wicked» 
ness, and sin against God/' 

If the word of God is abandoned, then, 
like Samson, they are shorn of that 
wherein their strength lay. They are, 
alas! open to all the temptations of the 
world, the jflesh, and the Devil. " I have 
written to you young men," says St. John, 
** because ye are strong and the word of 
God abideth in you^ and ye have overcome 
the wicked one." We have much reason 
to pray with the Psalmist, '^O Lord teach 
me thy statutes." Would to God that 
young men and maidens, old men and 
'children, would daily read their Bibles. It 
is at once their duty and safety to do so. 

^is base to sin against a God 
Who gave his Son for me to die ; 
Oh 1 may his cleansing word and rod 
Mj soul protect when sin is nigh. 
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GIMEL. 

17 Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I 
may live, and keep thy word. 

18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy law. 

19 I am a stranger in the earth: hide not thy 
commandments from me. 

20 My soul breaketh for the longing that it hath 
unto thy judgments at all times. 

21 Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed, 
which do err from thy commandments. 

22 Remove from me reproach and contempt ;for 
I have kept thy testimonies. 

23 Princes also did sit and speak against me : 
but thy servant did meditate in thy statutes. 

24 Thy testimonies also are my delight and my 
eounsellors. 

The Psalmist knew well that the Bible 
read without the teaching of God's spirit 
is useless. His spirit alone can open 
up to man's understanding the spiritual 
meaning which lies hid under the surface 
of lives, prOphecyings, types, sacrifices, 
and parables. He, therefore, prays God 
to " deal bountifully" with him, to open 
his eyes, and to hide not his command- 
ment from him. When regarded with 
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contempt by worldly characters, and 
when Princes spok^ against him, as Saul 
did, the Bible was his comfort. God's 
testimonies were at once his "delight" 
and "counsellors." 

Our natural ignorance of divine things 
can only be removed by God's spirit, who 
can bring the word to our remembrance, 
and comfort us* when cast into any trial 
of sorrow or contempt. The Bible is a 
wise and blessed counsellor in every case 
of doubt and difficulty, and pours in a 
rich flood of light on all the positions, 
relationships, and engagements of social 
and religious life. If we are proud, and 
lean to our own understandings, it is no 
wonder that we should fall into divers 
heresies, sins, snares, and trials. God 
always "resisteth the proud, and giveth 
grace to the humble." 

Bemove the darkness and the pride 
Which keep my soul, O Lord, from thee ; 
That in thy word I may confide, 
And then thy face in glory see. 
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DALETH. 

25 My soul cleaveth unto the dust : quicken thou 
me according to thy word. 

26 / have declared my ways, and thou heardest 
me : teach me thy statutes. 

27 MaTce me to understand the way of thy pre- 
cepts : so shall I talk oj thy wondrous works. 

28 My soul melteth for heaviness : strengthen 
ihou me according to thy word. 

29 Remove ^rom me the way of lying : and 
grant me thy law graciously. 

30 / have chosen the way of truth : thy judg^ 
ments have I laid before me. 

31 I have stuck unto thy testimonies: Lord, 
put me not to shame. 

32 1 will run the way of thy commandments, 
wJien thou shall enlarge my heart. 

The Psalmist writes in trouble in this 
part, and looks for grace, comfort, and 
deliverance, through the light and power 
of God's word. He says — **My soul 
cleaveth unto the dust." — ** My soul 
melteth for heaviness." Where does he 
look for an uplifting and renovating 
power ? He adds, " quicken me accord- 
ing to thy word;" and again, •• Strengthen 
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thou me according unto thy word." 
When God enlargeth his heart by the 
hope of salvation ; then, he will run the 
way of his commandments. 

If we are tried and vexed by the re- 
mains of in-dwelling sin, which harasses 
the believer in Jesus, though it cannot 
destroy him, let us betake ourselves right 
humbly to our God. His word will save 
us from lying hopes and religious delu- 
sions, and from shame and sorrow of 
heart. God's word, God's grace, and 
God's spirit, will make a Goshen — a place 
of light for our souls — amid the gross 
darkness of the Egypt around. Oh ! for 
more grace and more burning love for 
God's statutes, precepts, word, and tes- 
timonies. 

When dark temptations round me lie, 
And sin and Satan tempt my soul ; 
1*11 then to Christ — ^my Saviour fly, 
And on his lave my trouble roll. 
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HE. 

33 Teach me, Lord, the way of thy statutes: 
and I shall keep it unto the end. 

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy 
law ; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 

35 Make me to go in the path of thy command- 
ments; jor therein do I dtliyht. 

36 Incline my heart unt& thy testimonies, and 
not to covetousness. 

37 Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; 
and quicken thou me in thy way. 

38 StabVsh thy word unto thy servant, who is 
devoted to thy fear. 

39 Turn away my reproach which I fear : for 
thy judgments are good. 

40 Behold, I have longed after thy precepts: 
quicken me in thy righteousness. 

In this part the Psalmist setteth forth 
the devout longings of his soul after the 
various excellencies of God's law. Here, 
as in other parts of the Psalm, he seems 
to be fully alive to the importance of 
having the letter of the, word of God 
applied to bis heart and conscience by 
the Holy Spirit. 

Without that teaching the Bible is, 
virtually, a diead letter and a sealed book. 



20 

Therefore, all of God's children, in every 
age, pray for this divine teaching. David, 
and Solomon, and Ezra, prayed for it ; 
and this teaching enabled Peter, an illite- 
rate fisherman, to say to Jesiis, the des- 
pised Nazarene, ** Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God," Christ 
plainly announced who Peter's teacher 
was, for he says, ** flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is ill heaven." 

In matters of worldly learning and 
science men are confessedly helped for- 
ward in their course by the accurate 
knowledare and excellence of their teach- 
ers. So all Christians, having the same 
infallible and divine instructor— the Holy 
Spirit, make rapid advances in the know- 
ledge of themselves as sinners, and of 
the perfection and eterqal fulness of the 
salvation of Christ. 

We can see in the divine knowledge 
and characters of all real Christians a 
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wonderful family likeness, so to speak, 
on account of their receiving the same 
heavenly instructions ; and this, too, 
however different they may be in rank, 
worldly learning, or age. The little 
child and the aged philosopher are alike 
pupils of the same good Spirit of our 
God. It is remarkable to observe the 
great variety of expression \ised here 
by the Psalmist to express his ardent 
longing after this teaching. He says, in 
his eager desire to have God's law and 
testimonies in his heart, ** Teach me, O 
Lord. — '• Give me understanding." — 
^* Make me to go in the path of thy 
commandments.'' — "Incline mine heart." 
— " Quicken me." — " Stablish thy word 
unto thy servant." Lord ! evermore give 
us a love to thy word and conimandment. 
Then, we, too, as well as the Psalmist, 
will observe them with our ^^ whole heart;" 
and *• keep'' them '' unto the end." "No 
man/' says St, Paul, "can say that Jesus is 
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the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost/' Let us 
read our Bibles with zeal, with constancy, 
and with a desire to know God's will ; in 
order to keep and observe it unto the 
end. Then, that **God, who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness," will 
shine into our hearts *^ to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ." 

O Holy Spirit now revive 
God's truth and word in my cold heart : 
Correct, restore, and make alive ; 
And never — never from me part. 



VAU. 

41 Let thy mercies come also unto me, Lord, 
even thy salvation, according to thy word. 

42 So shall I have wherewith to answer him 
that reproacheth me : for I trust in thy word. 

43 And take not the word of truth utterly out 
of my mouth ; for I have hoped in thy judgments. 

44 So shall 1 keep thy law continvMy for ever 
and ever. 

45 And I will walk at liberty : for I seek thy 
precepts. 

46 I will speak of thy testimonies also before 
kings, and will not be ashamed. 
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47 And I will delight myself in thy command' 
ments, which I have loved. 

. 48 My hands aho will I lift up unto thy com- 
mandmentSf which I have loved ; and I will me^ 
dilate in thy statutes. 

In this part, the Psahnist speaks to 
God of his longings after His mercy and 
salvation ; after a persevering constancy 
in religion, and holy boldness in his cause. 

We all pray for mercy as well as the 
Psalmist ; and such a mercy, too, as a 
God of justice could extend to the guilty* 
This mercy is only to be seen on the 
cross of Christ. On Calvary's cross there 
is a mercy according to God's word — a 
mercy we can trust in ; because God's 
violated law is honoured, and re-written 
not only in the blood of Christ, but also 
in the heart of the pardoned sinner. On 
the cross of Christ " mercy and truth are 
met together; righteousness and peace 
have kissed each other.'* Out of that 
eternal fountain opened for sin we will 
daily draw salvation. Resting on that 
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mercy, all enemies of our souls— Devils, 
false religionists, and others — must re- 
proach in vain. If they point to our sins 
towering like mountains into the heavens; 
then, vire can point to the waters of 
Jehovah's compassion overtopping the 
mountains of our sins. We can point, 
in holy confidence, to the massive dimen- 
sions of* the foundations of the Rock of 
Ages on which we calmly repose in per- 
fect peace. " So," says the Psalmist, 
'* shall I have to answer him that re- 
proacheth me, for I trust in thy word.*' 

It would appear that the Psalmist be- 
lieved, that his continuous holy walk in 
God s commandments, and his walking In 
the liberty of Gods children, depended 
on God's not taking his word of truth 
utterly out of his mouth. And so it is 
now, in the Christian dispensation. Our 
holy living must haVe true doctrine as its 
foundation. What vain things are out- 
ward compliances with religious services 
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to trust in, if we do not walk as God's 
redeemed chWdren in these pleasant paths. 
If the word of hope and trust in Jesus, 
as our dear and only Saviour, is in our 
hearts as well as in our mouths ; then, 
we are not bound with any chain but the 
golden one of love. We are at liberty 
in the truest sense of the word. 

The bold and unabashed testimonies 
of the faithful servants of God, in both 
the Old and New Testaments, for his 
truth, and the paramount authority of his 
word, are striking proofs of the power 
and vitality of real religion. 

This power, inspired by divine truth, 
strengthened the three captives in Baby- 
lon to witness for God in the presence 
of the enraged Nebuchadnezzar and his 
fiery furnace. This principle of believed 
truth strengthened Peter and Paul to 
witness a good confession before kings 
and governors. This same mighty prin- 
ciple also, in our own day, strengthened 
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the martyrs of Madagascar,* when burn- 
ing for their fidelity to Christ, to sing 
in the fire : — 

" There is a blessed land. 
Making most happy ; 
Never shall the rest depart, 
Nor cause of trouble come." 

Oh what a testimony for truth ! How 
edifying to the heart of the sincere 
Christian, who has embraced it as his 
only hope for life, for death, and eternity. 

* The Bishop of Mauritius, who lately visited the 
scenes of these martyrdoms at Madagascar^ said, in 
narrating the thrilling incidents of the persecutions, 
*^ When the martyrdom of the Malagasy Christians was 
at its height, the Authorities proposed a compromise, 
viz., to tolerate Christianity if the Christians would 
become a separate caste of slaves. But this was pre- 
vented by the intelligence, heroism, and devotion of a 
young girl (Rasalama), who died a martyr's death. She 
was speared to death, and her body was left to be 
devoured by the dogs. * ♦ ♦ ♦ In one case he 
saw the cross on which martyrs had suffered, and the 
bones of a number of them bleaching in the sun, and 
the sight impressed him very deeply. ♦ * * * The 
result was that the 200 Converts left by the Missionaries 
swelled, in 26 years of fiery persecution, to no less than 
7fiWr—From " The Record^' Feb. 12/A, 1864. 
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We will surely meditate on all God's 
revealed will, truth, and commandments, 
as long as we have our being. 

Tis grace alone my heart can nerye 
To witness boldly for my God : 
To stand unmoved ; and never swerve 
From paths our mart/red-fathers trod. 



ZAIN. 

40 Remember the word unto thy servant^ upon 
which thou hast caused me to hope. 

60 This is my comfort in my affliction : for thy 
word hath quickened me. 

51 The proud have had me greatly in derision ■: 
yet have I not declined from thy law. . 

62 / remembered thy judgments of old, Lord, 
and have comforted myself 

53 Horror hath taken hold upon me because of 
the wicked that forsake thy law. 

64 Thy statutes have been my sonys in the house 
of my pilgrimage. 

55 / have remembered thy name, O Lord, in 
the night, and have kept thy law. 

66 This I had, because I kept thy precepts. 

The Psalmist here looks to the word 
of God for comfort under affliction and 
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reproach. He declareth his unaffected 
horror on account of the life and death 
of the wicked. 

All men are ''born unto trouble as 
the sparks fly upward." And the Chris- 
tian Poet sings truly of trouble and 
earthly afflictions, when he says, 

'^ The path of sorrow and thdt path alone. 
Leads to the land where sorrow is unknown.** 

But sorrow is not confined to Christians. 
Worldly characters are also full of sorrow. 
They have, likewise, their family losses 
and crosses. They have to shed bitter 
tears for the death of relatives. But, 
alas ! they do so without religious hope 
or consolation. Not so the believer in 
God's word. In it he has learned to 
hope. "This," said the Psalmist, "is 
my comfort in my affliction : for thy 
word hath quickened me.*' None can 
perish in their affliction when they know 
and love the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Death itself is disarmed of its sting. 
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The Christian is able, as one observes, 
to ^Moosen from these mortal shores and 
set sail for eternity with a shouV of 
triumph. 

Derision for being over-righteous, as 
people call it, is hard to bear. This 
affliction is also surmounted by the power 
of God's word. We find by His judg- 
ments of old on mockers, and ungodly 
persecutors, that the end of such is 
terrible. For the awful life, death, and 
judgment of the wicked, horror had 
taken hold of the Psalmist. The very 
word which told him of his own eternal 
glory, told him likewise of the fearful 
doom and the eternal sorrow of the 
wicked. The ungodly of every age, 
however, believe it not, and, therefore, 
are like king Belshazzar, light-hearted 
up to the moment that this hand- writing 
of God is seen on the wall, in letters of 
fire— *' Thou art weigrhed in the balances 
and art found wanting." 
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The Psalmist, having kept the precepts 
of God, sung of them in the house of his 
pilgrimage ; and, at the solemn hours of 
the night watches, remembered •• the 
name" — ^the revelation of his God. 

How sweet is it likewise to the Chris- 
tian to meditate during the wakeful hours 
of night on the goodness, mercy, and 
loving-kindness of Jehovah. It was at 
the solemn hour of midnight, and in 
prison, that *' Paul and Silas prayed and 
sang praises unto God." 

If sorrow or the tempter's power 
Makes me outwatch the midnight hour ; 
God's word will strengthen me to raise 
My prayer of faith — ^my song of praise. 



CHETH. 

57 Thou art my portion^ Lord : I have said 
that I rvovM keep thy words. 

58 / intreated thy Javour with my whole heart : 
be merciful unto me according to thy word. 

59 / thought on my ways, and turned my feet 
unto thy testimonies. 

60 / made haste, and delayed not to keep thy 
commandments. 
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61 The hands of the wicked have robbed me : 
but I have not forgotten thy law. 

62 At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto 
thee because of thy righteous judgments. 

63 I am a companion of all them that fear thee, 
and of them that keep thy precepts. . 

64 The earthy Lord, is full of thy m£rcy : 
teach me thy statutes. 

The Psalmist here vows to his God, 
and intercedes for mercy. He pointeth 
out his great haste to keep God's com- 
mandments ; and declareth himself a 
companion of those that fear him. 

The importance of being able to 
say piously with the Psalmist — " Thou 
art my portion, O Lord," cannot be fully 
declared. If God is not our portion, we 
have taken the world — worldly pleasures 
and lusts — worldly riches and honours — 
as idols to fill God's place in our hearts. 
Will these give happiness here and im- 
mortality hereafter ? Oh ! no. The light 
of such pleasures cannot shine upon us, 



32 

when passing through the dark valley of 
the shadow of death. The damps of this 
valley of terrors will soon put such lights 
out. Then, let us tear such usurpers 
from God's throne in our hearts. Let 
our souls take God in Christ as our 
portion. His sweet word of truth shall 
comfort, guide, and sustain us here, and 
open an abundant entrance for us into 
heaven. 

We delay not, O Lord, to come to 
thee. Time is pressing. Death is at 
hand. Christ is coming. We make 
•• haste" with thy holy Psalmist, " to 
keep thy commandments." The mid- 
night thanksgiving, and the companion- 
ship of the holy, will assure our doubting 
hearts that God is our portion, and 
heaven our sweet and everlasting home* 

For life, for death, for heaven too, 
Thou art, O Lord, my portion true. 
Love to thy word and people dear, 
Has made me feel that thou art near. 
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TETH. 

65 Thou hast dealt well with thy servant^ 
Lord, according unto thy word. 

66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge : 
for I have believed thy commandments. 

67 Before I was afflicted I went astray : hut 
now have I kept thy word. ' 

68 Thou art good, and doest good; teach me 
thy statutes. ^ 

69 Tlie proud have forged a lie against me : but 
I will keep thy precepts with my whole heart. 

70 Their heart is as fat as grease ; but I delight 
in thy law. 

71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted; 
that I might learn thy statutes. 

72 The law of thy mouth is better unto me than 
thousands of gold and silver. 

In this portion the Psalmist setteth 
forth the goodness of the Lord ; the 
benefits of affliction ; the libellous enmity 
of the' wicked ; and the preciousness of 
God's word. He is grateful on account 
of God's good and righteous dealings. 
When gratitude dwells in the heart, it is 
a sign of grace. No real Christian is ever 
unthankful. Indeed, the ungodly even 
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hate and despise ingratitude so much, 
that it is the only sin they will never 
pardon in others, or admit that they 
themselves are guilty of. May our souls, 
like the Psalmist's, be forward to acknow- 
ledge, publicly and privately, the good 
and righteous dealings of God with our 
souls; and that, too, as the gracious 
fulfilment of the promises in his word. 
We plead God's promises in prayer ; and 
when he hears, it is our plain duty to 
acknowledge, that our received mercies 
are, as the Psalmist here says, " accord- 
ing unto (His) word." 

The Psalmist, knowing the importance 
of having not only knowledge, but a 
sound judgment, prays for both. We 
cannot overrate the importance of a 
Christian's being able to exercise a wise 
and discriminating judgment in both 
divine and temporal things. Extensive 
knowledge, if not united to a sound 
iudgment, is sure to mislead. If we are 
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without this "judgment," we put light 
for darkness, and darkness for light ; we 
put sweet for bitter, and bitter for sweet; 
and we mistake the appearance of devo- 
tion for devotion itself. We are misled 
by the ten thousand false appearances 
around us; not being able, on account 
of a diseased judgment, to distinguish the 
shadow from the substance, or the truth 
from its counterfeit. Lord, evermore give 
us this good judgment and knowledge, 
for we have believed thy commandments. 

'the benefits of affliction are here 
very beautifully and truthfully set forth. 
Afflictions, when blessed by God, cause 
us to halt in an evil course. Touching 
his own case, the Psalmist said, ** before 
I was afflicted I went astray." 

Prosperity puffs up, and seduces our 
hearts into many a wrong path. Afflic- 
tion, however, is God's bitter but excel- 
lent medicine to restore our sin-siek 
souls. When, therefore, we endure any 
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kind of affliction, let us carefully search 
into our spiritual state and mode of living. 
Thus, under God's blessing, we will be 
able to profit by it. We will halt in our 
downward path, and return, .in deep 
penitence, to ^* the Shepherd and Bishop 
of our souls." Well might the Psalmist 
say here of this powerful and efficacious 
medicine : '* It is good for me that I 
have been afflicted ; that I might learn 
thy statutes." God's word, dearer to the 
Psalmist than ^ thousands of gold and 
silver," is opened up as a sustaining 
power, to the poor afflicted soul with 
great beauty and force. It enables the 
calumniated child of God to continue 
peacefully his active duties in life ; and 
points out, how that by " well doing" he 
is to '* put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men." 

May that word be the daily companion 
— the guide — the counsellor — and the 
deliverer of the maligned, persecuted 
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followers of Jesus. There, and there 
alone, they can repose in safety amid the 
snares, sorrows, afflictions, and difficulties 
of life. 

The surging and afflictive wave 
Will ever prove its power to save ; 
And waft me to that heavenly shore 
Where sin and sorrow grieve no more. 



JOD. 

73 Thy hands have made me and fashioned 
me : give me understanding^ that I may ham thy 
commandments. 

74 They that fear thee mil be glad when they 
see me ; because I have hoped in thy word. 

75 / hnoWf O Lord, that thy judgments are 
right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted 
me. 

76 Let, I pray thee^ thy merciful kindness be 
for my comfort, according to thy word unto thy 
servant. 

77 Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I 
may live : for thy law is my delight* 

78 Let the proud be ashamed ; for they dealt 
perversely with me without a came : but I will 
meditate in thy precepts. 

79 Let those that fear thee turn unto me, and 
those that have known thy testimonies. 

80 Let my heart be sound in thy statutes ; that 
I he not ashamed. 

E 
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In this portion the Psalmist prays for 
understanding and mercy ; for the confi- 
dence and companionship .of the godly ; 
and for a sound heart. If the fact that 
God made us were continually written on 
our hearts^ it would remind us of our 
duty to him, as the great parent of the 
universe. We would, then, more humbly 
submit our lives and conduct to his 
righteous rule. In prayer, too, we would 
urge it as a reason why he should not 
abandon to destruction his own work. 
Oh ! that God would graciously commu- 
nicate to us that ^* understanding" of his 
law and word, without which, the most 
beauteous body and cultivated mind 
would be the slave and willing agent of 
the Devil. The Psalmist, having acknow- 
ledged the justice of the trials brought 
upon him, prays fervently for God's 
kindness and tender mercies to come to 
his aid. Our souls cannot be happy 
without God's pardoning and tender 
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mercy. Unpardoned sin is a canker- 
worm. It eats deeply into our every 
gourd of earthly enjoyment. Lord ! par- 
don our sins for Christ's sake. Let thy 
tender mercies come continually unto us. 
Then we shall live, and not die in the 
pit of hell with those who neither know 
thy word nor love thy name. 

The Psalmist wishes to be friends with 
God's people. He knew, however, that 
they, hearing the calumnious and brutal 
charges made and circulated by the 
wicked, feared to join him. He is 
anxious, therefore, that these proud liars 
should be made ashamed ; in order that 
his own integrity might be made mani- 
fest. Then, the God-fearing servants of 
Jehovah would be made glad in the 
triumphant vindication of his servant, 
and would join themselves to him without 
fear. 

If a righteous man falls, all hell, as 
one observes, shouts with joy, and the 
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hearts of the righteous are made sad. 
These considerations of the grief of the 
righteous, and the malignant triumph of 
the wicked, should act as a restraining 
power to keep the child of God from sin 
and wickedness. Lord ! evermore keep 
thy blood-purchased people. Under thy 
protecting love, in the garrison of truth, 
they are alone kept from sin. Give thy 
people a sound heart, that they may never 
be ashamed or confounded. 

Lord of my life, to thee I fly, 
Thy word can save when danger's nigh: 
Blest be the judgments and alarms 
Which drive me to a Saviour's arms. 



CAPH. 

81 My soul fainteth for thy salvation : hut I 
hope in thy word. 

82 Mine eyes fail for thy word, raying f When 
wilt thou comfort me ? 

83 For I am become like a bottle in the smoke ; 
yet do I not forget thy statutes. 

84 How many are the days of thy servant? 
when wilt thou execute judgment on them that 

^4e me ? 
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85 The proud have digged pits for me, which 
are not after thy larv. 

86 AU thy commandments are faithful : they 
persecute me wrongfully ; help thou me. 

87 They had almost consumed me upon earth ; 
hut I forsook not thy precepts. 

88 Quicken me after thy lovingkindness ; so 
shall I keep the testimony of thy mouth. 

The Psaluiist here declareth the strong 
desires he had for the promised salvation. 
He complaineth of his proud persecutors ; 
and, claiming God*s protection, asks for 
the quickening of his soul by the power 
of true religion. 

It is a gracious sign to find persons 
zealous about the salvation of their souls. 
All God's real servants, in every age of 
the Church, exhibited the same pious 
longings for the fulfilment of the promises 
touching the Messiah. This was only 
natural, as Christ was to be the Redeemer 
of the whole human family. The pious 
Psalmist was joined by the Patriarchs 
and the holy Prophets in exclaiming — 
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** My soul fainteth for thy salvation'* — 
•* Mine eyes fail for thy word." Christ 
has come. He has brought his salvation 
and righteousness near* Do we believe 
in him as our refuge from the wrath to 
come ? Do we trust him as our dear 
and only Saviour ? If not, the zeal of 
the Old Testament Church will arise, set 
up a tribunal, and condemn us. Oh ! for 
more zeal about this royal salvation. Oh ! 
for more ardent longings for the second 
advent of Christ, who will come again to 
confer upon his Church unhindered 
glory. Even so, come. Lord Jesus, come 
quickly ! 

Oh ! that the Church would rise up to 
the dignity of her high calling in Christ 
Jesus, and be consumed with zealous and 
ardent longings for her absent but ex- 
pected Lord. 

How bitterly does David complain to 
God of the persecutions he endured, and 
-^f the pits dug for him by the proud. 



i 



43 

It is a blessed knowledge of the truth 
which enables a poor persecuted child of 
God to say, as David does here, under 
the pressure of complicated evils — •'Help 
thou note." That simple prayer enlists 
the omnipotence of heaven. May David s 
shield be ours. God will save his praying 
people, and " quicken" them, that they 
may keep the testimony of his mouth. 

Since sin hath dug, both broad and deep, 
A pit to catch my erring feet ; 
May God's blest word, both bright and clear, 
Shine on my path when danger's near. 



LAMED. 

89 For ever, Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven. 

90 Thy faithfulness is unto all generations : 
thou hast established the earth, and it abideth. 

91 They continue this day according to thine 
ordinances : for all are thy servants. 

92 Unless thy law had been my delights, I should 
then have perished in mine affliction. 

93 / wiU never forget thy precepts : for with 
them thou hast quickened me. 

94 / am thine, save me; for I have sought 
thy precepts. 
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95 The ndcJced have waited for me to destroy 
me : but I will consider thy testimonies. 

96 I have seen an end of aJX perfection : but 
thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

The Psalmist in this part, after a holy 
meditation on the eternity of Jehovah's 
being, and the unchangeableness of his 
counsels, implores the salvation of his 
God. 

*Tis sweet to contemplate God s fixed- 
ness of purpose and immutability of 
counsel. These are set forth in his 
word ; likewise the manner in which all 
his varied creatures serve him. They are 
well calculated to confirm the Christian 
in his promises. And should affliction 
arise, as come it will in some form to all 
his people, it can be borne with calm 
resignation. The Psalmist would have 
perished under his trials unless God's 
law had been his delight. We all have 
affliction to endure. We must, sooner 
or later, lie down on the bed of pain and 
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suffering; and, finally, ori the bed of 
death. Let us have God s law, which 
saved David from perishing, hid in our 
hearts. It will support us under trials, 
persecutions, suffering, and death. Let 
those precepts which quickened David's 
soul, quicken ours also. The word of 
God is all-powerful for the purposes of 
grace and salvation. David says of it in 
the last verse, ** I have seen an end of 
all perfection : but thy commandment is 
exceeding broad." 

Bishop Home, speaking of the broad- 
ness of God's commandment, in opposition 
to all human excellencies, says ** Of *all 
perfection' , in this world, whether of 
beauty, wit, learning, pleasure, honour, 
or riches, experience will soon shew us 
the *end.^ But where is the end or 
boundary of the word of God ? Who 
can ascend to the height of its excellence; 
who can fathom the depth of its mysteries; 
who can find out the comprehension of 
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its precepts ; or conceive the extent of 
its promises; who can take the dimensions 
of that love of God to man which it de- 
scribeth, or that love of man to God 
which it teacheth ?" 

This evangelical writer, in continuation 
of the same subject, whilst setting forth 
the glorious prospects which are opened 
for us in heaven by the word of God, 
piously exclaims, " O happy reign of 
celestial wisdom, permanent felicity, true 
riches, and unfading glory ; while we 
contemplate thee, how doth the world 
lessen, and shrink to nothing in our 
eyes!" King Solomon, too, tried the 
giddy round of worldly pleasures and all 
earthly perfections, but found them to be 
" vanity of vanities,'* and discovered, as 
well as his royal father, that God's "com- 
mandment'' alone was •'exceeding broad-" 

How vain those earthly hopes and joys 
Which wordlings ever keep in view. 
Thy word, O Lord, knows no alloys, 
'Tis holy, perfect, broad, and true. 
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MEM. 

97 how love I thy law ! it u my meditation 
all the day, 

98 Thou through thy commandments hast made 
me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever 
with me. 

99 / have more understanding than all my 
teachers : jor thy testimonies are my meditation. 

100 / understand more than the ancients ^ be- 
cause I keep thy precepts. 

101 I have refrained my feet from every evil 
way, that I might keep thy word. 

102 I have not departed from thy judgments : 
for thou hast taught me. 

103 Sow sweet are thy words unto my taste! 
yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth ! 

104 Through thy precepts I get understanding: 
therefore I hate every false way. 

The Psalmist here speaks in rapturous 
terms of God's word, and sets forth 
several of the blessings which it had 
conferred on him. 

If we love God, we will love the Bible 
— his blessed word of truth. Our love, 
too, will not be a fickle and changeable 
love — ^one of temporary impukes. Oh ! 
no. We will, like the Bible-loving 
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David, meditate on it ** all the day." 
Just as it is possible for a devout mind 
to **pray without ceasing;" so, amid the 
business transactions of life, and the 
bustle, and it may be the trials that sur- 
round us, we ought to let the sweet 
promises of holy writ and its divine pre- 
cepts and warnings find a resting place 
in our hearts. 

The Psalmist celebrates in song some 
of the excellencies of God's word. He 
does so in order that he might stir up 
his soul to a still greater degree of ad- 
miration for its sacred contents. He 
declares that it made him wiser than his 
enemies, and gave him more under- 
standing than either his own teachers or 
the ancients — the learned men of former 
days. He says, likewise, that it so filled 
him with the truth of God, that no false 
religion could obtain even a temporary 
lodging in his heart. " Therefore," said 
the Bible-instructed Psalmist, "I hate 
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every false way." In a day like the 
present, when error and superstition are 
rampant, and when ancient learning is 
idolized, we should cling to our Bibles 
with more child-like confidence. Oh ! 
yes, when men seem willing to run in 
any or every direction to gain knowledge, 
except to the precious and true revelation 
of heaven, it is good to have our hearts 
turned more and more to God's word. 
Here alone is the true source of all know- 
ledge touching the origin of our race, 
the entrance of evil into the world, and 
God's mode of salvation through the 
atonement and mediation of Christ. 
Whilst others get a few fragments of dis- 
jointed truths by tracking the paths of 
the stars, and endeavouring to disembowel 
the earth, if such were possible, to its 
very centre, we will rest with confidence 
on the teachings of our Bible. Thus, we 
will be an understanding, holy, and God- 
instructed people. Rejoicing in our 
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blessed hopes, we will take up the inspired 
language of the Psalmist and say, " How 
sweet are thy words unto my taste ; yea, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth." 

BlessM be that daj when Christ I saw 
Revealed in thy word and law ; 
How wise, how holy, I have been, 
Since it's sweet truths my soul hath seen. 



NUN. 

10e5 Thy word is a lamp unto my Jeet, and a 
light unto my path. 

106 J have sworn j and I will perform it, that 
T will keep thy righteous judgments. 

107 I am afflicted very much : quickefi me, O 
Lordy according unto thy word. 

1 08 Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings 
of my mouth, O Lord, and teach me thy judgments. 

109 My soul is continually in my hand: yet do 
I not forget thy law. 

110 The wicked have laid a snare for me : yet 
I erred not from thy precepts. 

111 Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage 
for ever : for they are the rejoicing of my heart. 

112 / have inclined mine heart to perform thy 
statutes alway, even unto the end. 

In this part the Psalmist speaks of 
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Gods word being " a lamp" to his feet ; 
and solemnly declares bis determination 
of taking bis '^testimonies" as bis '' heri- 
tage for ever" 

God's word is well compared to " a 
lamp" and '* a light." In walking on a 
dark and scorpion-infested path, how 
useful it is to have a lamp which points 
out dangers. How valuable is a lamp 
to a miner who wins coal deep down 
in the dismal caverns of the pit ! So, 
to us, surrounded by temptations, and 
ignorant alike of ourselves, of our God, 
and of a way of access to him ; as also of 
the eternity before us, the Bible is a 
blessed book. It acts like a lamp, and 
flings a bright light on our acceptance 
with our God as pardoned sinners, and 
on our destinies after death. Lord, open 
our eyes more fully to the blessings we 
enjoy through the means of the Bible ; 
that, in all the difficulties and dangers 
which beset our way through a dark 
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world, we may turn in faith to the lamp 
of thy holy word. With the Psalmist let 
us solemnly and religiously sware to keep, 
by God's aid, the righteous judgments of 
such a divine book. If the wicked should, 
then, lay a snare for our feet, either in 
the shape of a heresy, or a seducing 
pleasure, we will not err from God's 
precepts. Our true lamp will point out 
the snare, and our souls, like a delivered 
bird, will be saved from the toils of the 
hunter. 

We, too, as well as David, will take 
our Bibles as our heritage for ever, and 
will pray for grace to be sustained by its 
holy truths in life and in death. Lord, 
give us grace, and incline our hearts ** to 
perform thy statutes always, even unto 
the end." 

Thy word's a lamp both bright and clear. 
To shew Christ's rich salvation near : 
Then, with it's truths I'll never part ; 
But hide them in my inmost heart. 
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SAMECH. 

113/ hate vain thoughts : hut thy law do Hove. 

114 Thou art my hiding place and my shield : 
I hope in thy word. 

115 Depart from me, ye evildoers : for I mil 
keep the commandments of my God. 

116 Uphold me according unto thy word, that 
I may live : and let me not be ashamed of my 
hope. 

117 Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe: and 
I will have respect unto thy statutes continually. 

118 Thou hast trodden down all them that err 
from thy statutes : for their deceit is falsehood. 

119 Thou puttest away all the wicked of the 
earth like dross : therefore I love thy testimonies. 

120 My flesh trembleth for fear of thee ; and! 
am afraid of thy judgments. 

The Psalmist here expresseth confi- 
dence in Jehovah as his '^ hiding place/' 
and his firm determination of keeping 
the commandments of his God. He 
prays for his upholding grace, and de- 
clareth the trembling which terror-strik- 
ing judgments produced on his own flesh. 

God proved a hiding place and a shield 
to David. He forsook him not in the 
terrible persecutions of Saul. What he 

o 
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was temporally, and spiritually, to the 
Psalmist, he is now to all his believing 
and beloved people. He holds them in 
the hollow of his hand. In the battle of 
life, and in the contest with sin and Satan, 
he extends his shield over them. He 
draws them into a spiritual fortress, 
the walls of which are defended by the 
invisible legions of his Omnipotence. 
Within its God-defended gates the 
Christian soldier is kept safe, through 
faith unto salvation. 

Let us pray with David — " hold thou 
me up and I shall be safe.'' In reply to 
such a prayer hear Christ saying — " My 
sheep shall nef)er perish ; none can pluck 
them out of my hand." Blessed promise! 
How it rejoices thee, O conflicting be- 
liever. The word of him that cannot lie 
is passed for your eternal safety. We 
must act, however, as the Psalmist did 
to assure our hearts, and to secure the 
'^ctory. We ought not only to hope in 
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God's promised protection, but to shun 
the company of the wicked. Oh ! yes, 
we will obey all God's commandments, 
and tremble, both in flesh and spirit, at 
the awful end reserved for the bold 
transgressors of God's law and the 
enemies of his people. 

We are thine, O Lord, and are re- 
deemed by the blood of Jesus. Save and 
uphold us by the right hand of thy 
power. 

Christ will be my hiding place 
When terrors close the day of grace. 
Be still my soul — thy Saviour's nigh, 
When judgment-thunders rend the sky. 



AIN. 

121 / have done judgment andjtistice: leave 
me not to mine oppressors. 

122 Be surety /of thy servant for good : kt not 
the proud oppress me. 

123 Ililine eyes fail for thy salvation, and for 
the word of thy righteousness. 

124 Deal with thy servant according unto thy 
mercy, and teach me thy statutes* 
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135 I am thy servant ; give me understanding, 
that I may know thy testimonies. 

126 It is time for thee. Lord, to work : for 
they have made void thy law. 

127 Therefore- 1 hve thy commandments above 
gold; yea, above fine gold. 

128 Therefore I esteem all thy precepts con- 
cerning all things to be right ; and I hate every 
false way. 

The Psalmist, as a judgment and 
justice-loving servant of Jehovah, asks 
deliverance at his hands from the op- 
pressions of his proud and wicked perse- 
cutors. He declareth his love for those 
very commandments which the wicked 
made void. 

When, under any oppression, we can, 
like David, appeal to a .heart-searching 
God respecting the righteousness and 
justice of our conduct ; we could, then, 
ask him to *^ be surety" for us, and to 
undertake our cause. He will, then, 
arise as a giant refreshed with wine, and 
deliver his praying servants. Thus, he 
delivered Daniel, Job, David, and Heze- 
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kiah. These all trusted in him and were 
not disappointed in their hope. 

When we were not righteous but 
enemies of God, he manifested his great 
love to us. He sent his own Son to take 
our nature and become our ^* surety." 
When there was no one-^— man nor angel 
— able to deliver, Christ undertook for 
us. He became our wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redemption. 
What love can be compared to the love 
of our ** Surety," — the Lord Jesus 
Christ, — who died that we might live ? 

The Psalmist evidently lived in a 
day of ** rebuke and blasphemy." Men 
despised, and made void, the law of God. 
He tells Jehovah that it was "time" for 
him " to work.'' He was anxious that 
he would arise and vindicate his law, his 
truth, and his authority. 

As iniquity abounded, the zeal of the 
Psalmist seemed, in a like measure, to 
increase. He waxes warm in his admi- 
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ration of God's word. He says he loves 
it " above gold ; yea, above fine gold/' 
In a day, like the present, when too 
many deny the authority and the very 
veracity of the Holy Scriptures, may 
Believers in Jesus speak out their attach- 
ment and love to their Bibles; and 
exhibit, moreover, in their lives, the 
sanctifying effects of its sacred truths. 
May our souls, like the Psalmist, have 
grace in evil times not only to love all 
God's precepts, but to ''hate every false 
way." 

Thy law, O Lord, is my delight, 
Dearer than gold or diamonds bright : 
When wicked souls my life oppress, 
Arise for truth and righteousness. 



PE. 

129 Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore 
doth my soul keep them. 

1 30 The entrance of thy words giveth light ; it 
giveth understanding unto the simple. 

131 / opened my mouth, and panted: for I 
longed for thy commandments. 
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132 Look thou upon me^ and he merciful unto 
mey as thou usest to do unto those that love thy 
name. 

1 33 Order my steps in thy word : and let not 
any iniquity have datninum Zer me. 

1 34 Deliver me from the oppression of man : 
so will I keep thy precepts. 

135 Make thy face to shine upon thy servant ; 
and teach me thy statutes. s 

136 Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, 
because they keep not thy law. 

The Psalmist in this part setteth forth 
the wonderful and light-giving properties 
of God's word, as a reason why he longed 
for the possession of its truths. Having 
prayed for Jehovah's protection and 
countenance, he declareth his grief on 
account of the dishonour put upon his 
law. 

In whatever light we read the word of 
God, we believe, with the Psalmist, that 
it is " wonderful," Its old histories — 
its charming and sublime poetry — its 
beautiful and touching stories — its deep 
mysteries and prophecies are all wonder- 
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ful. But it is wonderful also on account 
of its revelations of God's nature and 
character; of the workings of man's 
depraved affections ; and of the heaven- 
devised plan of salvation, through the 
blood of Christ, the Son of God. 
' Shall not our souls love and obey this 
"wonderful" and light-bearing word? 
Let the ignorant and simple ones seek 
to their Bibles for understanding. If 
they desire to know their God, and them- 
selves, they can there alone be made 
wise. 

If people believed this, they would 
read the Bible daily. They would search 
its sacred pages for wisdom as for hid 
treasure. Having prayed for divine 
mercy, the right ordering of his steps, 

« 

and the uplifted countenance of his God, 
the Psalmist declareth the deep ^rief he 
felt for the manner in which men lightly 
esteemed and broke his law. 

Shall not Christians, too, feel, in this 



61 

day, a holy indignation for the great 
dishonour put upon the authority of the 
Bible ? Is it seemly, that rivers of waters 
should drown the eyes of the faithful and 
afflicted Psalmist, for a dishonoured law; 
and that the New Testament saint — the 
well-instructed child of God — should not 
mourn, and lament, on account of the 
violent and insidious attacks which have 
been made, in these our times, on the 
divine origin and authority of the Bible ? 
Oh ! yes ; we will, with all our powers, 
defend God's book against those who 
decry it. We will have its authority 
enthroned in our hearts; and not be 
ashamed to tell the blaspheming foe that 
we have it there. 

When sinners do God's word despise, 
Rivers of tears run down mine eyes ; 
For though its truths they daxe to slight, 
That book alone can give me light. 



H 



62 

TZADDI. 

137 Righteous art thou, Lord, and upright 
are thy judgments. 

1 38 7% testimonies that thou hast commanded 
are righteous and very faithJuL 

1 39 My zeal hath consumed me, because mine 
enemies have forgotten thy words. 

140 Thy word is very pure: therefore thy 
servant loveth it. 

141 / am small and despised: yet do not I 
forget thy precepts. 

142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righte- 
ousness, and thy law is the truth. 

143 Trouble and anguish have taken hold on 
me : yet thy commandments are my delights. 

144 The righteousness of thy testimonies is 
everlasting: give me understanding, and I shall 
live. 

In declaring the excellencies of God's 
word, in this part, the Psalmist says that 
it is " righteous," " very faithful," " very 
pure," and the heaven-given exposition 
of his truth and everlasting righteousness. 

Christians are aware that the darkest 
judgments which have ever come on them 
were sent by a good and righteous God. 

When, however, they recognise his 
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hand, they know also that their heavenly 
Father in love has afflicted them; and 
that, afterwards, the trial wiU^ by his 
grace, yield •* the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness/' 

The believer, therefore, when deeply 
afflicted by the loss of dear friends, 
property, or character, can say with the 
saintly Job, when left as bare as the tree 
stripped of its bark, ^' Naked came I out 
of my mother's womb, and naked shall I 
return thither : the Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the 
name of the Lord." Oh ! yes, he can 
say, with the holy Psalmist here in the 
137th verse — ** Righteous art thou, O 
Lord, and upright are thy judgments." 

It increaseth our love and reverence 
to dwell here, with the Psalmist, on 
the righteousness, faithfulness, purity, 
and truth of God's word. Kings, 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, and 
Martyrs, relying on that word, have, in 
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calm and sweet hope, gone to their rest. 
They believed, with the royal David, 
that they shall be *' satisfied'' when they 
"awake'*' in Gods ** likeness" in resur- 
rection glory. The everlasting righteous- 
ness, brought in by Jehovah, for the 
pardon of lost sinners, and their eternal 
happiness, has comforted and cheered 
them in life and in death. 

Living, as we are, in a world of false- 
hood, it is truly refreshing to turn to the 
pages of our Bible. We can there read 
of God's faithful dealings with his people ; 
and the everlasting righteousness wrought 
out by our Lord Jesus Christ's becoming 
" obedient unto death." 

God's word is alone pure. Poison 
abounds in all other pastures. Let the 
Bible, then, be more highly prized, read, 
and prayed over. 

Christians, like the Psalmist, ought to 
have such a zeal for his word, that 
righteous indignation would take pos* 
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session of their hearts when evil men 
write and speak against it. 

Though humbled to the very dust, and 
despised by the world, we should never 
forget God's precepts. By faith in his 
loving counsels, we shall be finally exalted 
to glory, honour, and immortality. * 

When judgments dark do o'er my soul 
Their turbid waters fiercely roll ; 
To thy pure word, O Lord, I cling, 
Its blessed truths can comfort bring. 
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145 / cried with my whole heart ; hear me, O 
Lord : 1 mil keep thy statutes. 

146 / cried unto thee; save me, and I shall 
keep thy testimonies. 

147 I prevented the darvning of the morning, 
and cried : I hoped in thy word. 

1 48 Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that 
I might meditate in thy word. 

149 Hear my voice according unto thy loving- 
kindness : O Lord, quicken me according to thy 
judgment. 

1 50 They draw nigh that follow ajier mischief: 
they are far from thy law. 
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151 Thou art near, O Lord; and all thy com- 
mandments are truth. 

152 Concerning thy testimonies, I have known 
of old that thou hast founded them for ever. 

The Psalmist here cries to God for 
salvation ; and promises, when heard, to 
keep diligently the testimonies of his 
deliverer. He comforts himself with the 
sweet assurance, that God is near to him, 
as well as his persecutors ; and falls back 
with confidence on the everlasting foun- 
dation of his word. 

How natural is it for a distressed soul 
to cry to God for help, and to promise 
obedience when delivered? So David 
cried. And when he was delivered, he 
fulfilled his vow. He honoured his God. 
He obeyed his laws, and delighted in the 
advancement of his truth, and the study 
of his holy word. 

Not thus, alas ! do nominal Christians 
generally act, when delivered from ship- 
wrecks, railway accidents, sick beds, and 
nther awe-inspiring evils. 
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Under the pressure of affliction and 
alarm, their cry is whole-hearted. 
When, however, the danger is removed, 
they are alike forgetful of the law, 
the word, and honour of their mighty 
deliverer ; and are quite as worldly- 
minded as ever. 

It is very profitable to look back on 
the landscape of our lives, and count the 
deliverances of our God, in order that 
we may humble ourselves in the dust of 
humiliation for our thoughtlessness, in- 
gratitude, and broken vows. Lord, par- 
don us ; and give us grace to love more 
sincerely thy word, thy truth, and holy 
commandments ! 

We, also, know that Jehovah, David's 
deliverer — and our shield and protector, 
is near to us, as well as our designing 
enemy. Satan may closely, and boldly, 
press on our souls ; and many a pit-fall 
may be dug in our path; but God is 
'' near." His loving protection is flung 
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around us ; and his word of promise has 
an everlasting foundation. 

On the truth of that word, O Lord, 
we daily live. On the truth of it we hope 
to die. The precious Saviour — Jesus 
Christ whom that word reveals^ is our 
only dependance for time and eternity. 

When to my Saviour I do cry, 

In life, and death, he will be nigh ; 

How precious, then, his word shall be, 

Till I in heaven his glory see. ' 



RESH. 



153 Consider mine affiiciionf and deliver me: 
for I do not forget thy law. 

154 Plead my cause , and deliver me : quicken 
me according to thy word. 

155 Salvation is far from the wicked: for they 
seek not thy statutes. 

1 56 Great are thy tender mercies, Lord ;. 
quicken me according to thy judgments. 

1 57 Many are my persecutors and mine enemies: 
yet do I not decline from thy testimonies. 

1 58 / beheld the transgressors, and was grieved; 
became they kept not thy word. 
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159 Consider how I love thy precepts : quicken 
me, O Lord, according to thy laviny kindness. 

160 Thy word is true from the beginning : and 
every one of thy righteous judgments endureth Jor 
ever. 

In this part the Psahnist prays to God 
to deliver him and plead his cause. He 
observes the evil conduct of his wicked 
persecutors with deep sorrow of heart. 
Surely, it does appear a startling and 
bold request of David, who was only dust 
and ashes, to ask the glorious Jehovah 
to plead his cause ! 

In history, we read that a poor man, 
a private soldier, once approached the 
mighty Emperor, Augustus Caesar, and 
asked him to plead his cause. When the 
Emperor graciously directed him to a 
learned counsel to do so, the poor soldier 
waxed bold, and said to the Emperor— 
'• Ah ! it was not by proxy that I served 
you at the battle of Actium ;'" alluding to 
the fact that he, as one of his veteran 
soldiers, assisted in winning for him the 
empire of the world. 
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One has scarcely time to admire the 
bold request, and the much bolder ex- 
postulation of the poor soldier; when, 
we are still more struck with wonder, by 
finding that the Emperor meekly received 
the rebuke, laid aside the emblems of 
his power, descended from his throne, 
pleaded his cause, and won it. 

If we admire such condescension on 
the part of the great Augustus, who 
ruled at that time over the whole known 
world, what joyful surprise — what ador- 
ing gratitude should possess our souls, 
when we find, from God's word, that a 
poor sinful, and erring man can approach 
the throne of the great eternal Jehovah 
: — the " King of kings, and Lord of 
lords" — ^ply him with petitions, expostu- 
lations, and strong arguments, and say 
to him, with the full assurance of a 
gracious response, as David does here — 
^^ plead my cause and deliver me/' 

The cry of the praying sinner always 
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reaches the ear of God. Christ, our 
High Priest, is now interceding for us. 
If we are believers in Jesus, our names 
are graven on his breast-plate, whilst he 
ministers in the sanctuary above. Let 
us, therefore, go ** boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need." 

Persecutions shall not then make us 
decline from the ways of religion. We 
will be deeply grieved to see sinners 
opeiily transgress God's law, and despise 
that blessed word, which *' is true from 
tlie beginning.'' 

•• Salvation is far from the wicked." 
May no kind of evil, O Lord, have a 
dwelling-place in our hearts. Christ is 
the only guest who shall be invited and 
harboured there. He knocks, and we 
shall open to him. 

My Jesus is my Priest above, 
Before his Father's throne of love; 
Then, all my fears may now depart, 
My cause is written on his heart 
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. SCHIN. 

161 Princes have persecuted me without a 
cause : hut my heart standeth in awe of thy word. 

1 62 / rejoice at thy word, as one that findelh 
great spoU. 

163 / hate and abhor lying : but thy law do I 
love. 

164 Seven times a day do I praise thee because 
of thy righteous judgments. 

165 Great peace have they which love thy law : 
and nothing shall offend them. 

1 66 Lord, I have hoped for thy salvation, and 
done thy comma fidments. 

167 My soul hath kept thy testimonies ; and I 
love them exceedingly. 

168 / have kept thy precepts and thy testi- 
monies : for all my ways are before thee. 

The persecuted Psalmist here pro- 
fesseth a religious reverence and love for 
God's word, and offers praise seven times 
a day for his righteous judgments. 

David had great temptation to rebel 
against his sovereign, king Saul, on 
account of his cruel and wanton persecu- 
tions. His heart, however, stood in awe 
of God's word. Consequently, when he 
had it in his power to have killed his 
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royal enemy, he dared not to strike the 
fatal blow, or to lift his hand against the 
Lord s anointed. 

May we never, under the pressure and 
irritation of persecution, speak or act 
against those placed in authority over 
us. We should pray for their change of 
heart, and leave them in the hands of 
him, who can alone turn them to the 
ways of righteousness. 

Those, who find a Saviour in God's 
word, will love that word above royal 
" spoil ;" and will experience " great 
peace" in their souls. 

They will praise God, with joyful lips, 
many times a day^ and will keep his 
testimonies as the fruit of their love ; for 
when the love of Christ our Saviour is 
in our hearts, his commandments are 
jealously kept— every one of them. 

How many, alas ! profess to trust in 
Christ as a Saviour; and yet, despise his 
holy Sabbaths, his spread table, his house 
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of prayer, and his preached word. His 
Bible, too, they neglect. May such 
neglect not be laid to their charge. May 
they receive grace from heaven, to let 
the fear of God, and reverence for his 
word and coooimandments, take full pos« 
session of their hearts. 

111 sing, 'mid sorrow, grief, and toiL * 

like one who's found a royal spoil. 
And peace shall sweetly flow along, 
Whilst truth shall be my holy song. 



TAXI. 

169 Let my cry come near before thee, Lord: 
give me understanding according to thy word. 

1 70 Let my supplication come before thee : 
deliver me according to thy word. 

171 My lips shall utter praise^ when thou hast 
taught me thy statutes. 

1 72 My tongue shall speak of thy word : for 
all thy commandments are righteousness. 

173 Let thine hand help me; for I have chosen 
thy precepts. 

174 I have longed for thy salvation, Lord ; 
and thy law is my deUghl. 
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1 75 Lei my soul live, and it shaU praise thee / 
and let thy judgments help me. 

176/ have gone astray like a lost sheep ; seek 
thy servant ; far 1 do not Jorget thy command-- 
ments. 

In this last portion, the Psalmist utters 
cries, supplications, and praises to his 
God. His tongue speaks of the blessings 
of his word ; and, having confessed him- 
self to be a lost sheep, he asks Jehovah, 
in prayer, to seek for him. 

It is deeply instructive, and edifying 
to the Christian mind, to observe how 
piously the Psalmist unites his cries for 
mercy and deliverance with praises. The 
possession of the eternal word, and the 
immutable promises of his God, were the 
noble and soul-exalting subjects of his 
thanksgiving. Blessed be his holy name, 
we are in possession of what the Psalmist, 
Old Testament kings, Patriarchs, and 
Prophets, earnestly longed fon We 
can. rejoice in the full revelation of God's 
mercy io Jesus Christ, our adorable and 
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only Saviour. We should not, therefore, 
let the zeal, the burning love, and the 
holy thirstings of the Psalmist outrun 
our feelings of veneration for our Bibles, 
and the God and Saviour whom that 
blessed book fully reveals. 

We can make all the cries and suppli- 
cations of the Psalmist our own. They 
were written for our devotional exercises. 

David's God is our God, and he will 
hear and answer us also. 

In addition to that pious monarch's 
happiness on account of a promised 
Saviour, we are in possession of the still 
deeper-toned joys, produced by the glori- 
ous victories already achieved, over death, 
hell, and the grave, by a present and 
triumphant Redeemer. 

Let us see, then, that we honour God's 
word and law as David did. The fre-» 
quent perusal of this 119th Psalm will 
lift our hearts, in adoring gratitude, to 
that God, who gave the Bible to guide 
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US to heaven, and to bring us, as straying 
sheep, home to the Shepherd and Bishop 
of our souls. 

May we be able to say with the holy 
David, in the remarkable language of the 
last verse of this wonderful Psalm : — ** I 
have gone astray like a lost sheep ; seek 
thy servant; for I do not forget thy 
commandments." 

Bishop Horsley justly observes, that 
" there is not a page of this book of the 
Psalms in which the pious reader will 
not find his Saviour, if he reads with a 
view of finding him." 

As this statement of the good Bishop's, 
concerning the entire collection, is beau- 
tifully true, especially of this 1 19th Psalm, 
it would appear to be the plain duty of 
Christians, to whom their Saviour is 
precious, to study it carefully and perse- 
veringly. It would be well, likewise, to 
do so in the spirit of prayer, asking God 
to bless the reading of it to the edification 
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of their souls. And, should a form of 
prayer be wanted, there can be no better 
used than one copied from the page of 
an old Bible which was printed in the 
year 1581, nearly 300 years ago, and 
which is now added, as a most suitable 
termination to these devotional comments 
on this Psalm. 

When wandering from the fold of God, 
O'er sin's drear wastes my soul hath trod ; 
Then, trusting to thy word I'll cry, 
Save me, dear Saviour, ere I die. 
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A PRAYER. 

*'0 Gracious God and most merciful 
Father, which hast vouchsafed us the 
rich and precious jewel of thy holy word, 
assist us with thy spirit, that it may be 
written in our hearts to our everlasting 
comfort, to reform us, to renew us 
according to thine own image, to build 
us up and edify us unto the perfect 
building of thy Christ ; satisfying and 
increasing in us all heavenly virtues. 
Grant this, O heavenly Father, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. — Amen," 
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